
 

 

 

 

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South Donegal Lowlands Landscape Character Area

landscape of wide fertile river valleys between higher bog covered 

along a northeast-southwest axis, with a long indented coastline of peninsulas and inlets 

that face south onto Donegal Bay.

Killybegs, the largest port in Ireland, is situate in 

like inlet of deep water, and is a thriving and bustling harbour town of considerable 

antiquity with a multitude of historic and archaeological fabric. Fintragh Beach, west of 

Killybegs at the mouth of Fintragh Bay

blue flag beach making it popular with tourists and day

St John’s Point, a narrow 

extends into Donegal Bay and informs the seaward view fr

coast; the cut granite lighthouse and surrounding walled complex at the end of the 

peninsula dates from the 1830’s 

Landscape Character type

 

wlands Landscape Character Area is a rolling coastal

river valleys between higher bog covered uplands orientated 

southwest axis, with a long indented coastline of peninsulas and inlets 

that face south onto Donegal Bay.   

Killybegs, the largest port in Ireland, is situate in McSwyne’s Bay, a sheltered deep fjord

, and is a thriving and bustling harbour town of considerable 

a multitude of historic and archaeological fabric. Fintragh Beach, west of 

Killybegs at the mouth of Fintragh Bay, has a substantial dune system and long sandy

making it popular with tourists and day-trippers alike. 

 low-lying peninsula of mostly limestone agricultural land 

extends into Donegal Bay and informs the seaward view from a large sectio

coast; the cut granite lighthouse and surrounding walled complex at the end of the 

peninsula dates from the 1830’s forming an iconic landmark. 

Landscape Character type 
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Seascape Character Units 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• Upland undulating areas of mountain bog are interspersed by a series of rivers 

flowing south through this area along fertile agricultural valleys towards the Atlantic 

Ocean via Fintragh Bay, McSwynes Bay and Inver Bay.  

• This area has an amalgamation of underlying geology orientated in bands along a 

northeast-southwest axis that extend to sea along four southern peninsulas. The 

geology within the north is mostly quartzite with bands of schist and a large band of 

sandstone north of Killybegs. A limestone area extends west towards Muckros head 

and south as St.Johns point, which has a sandstone tip. Projections to Drumanoo 

Head and Carntullagh head are schist.   

• The varied coastal landscape consists of low-lying coastal farmland at Muckros Head, 

a sandy beach and dune system at Fintragh, rocky edge and stony and silty outcrops 

around McSwyne’s Bay and the low lying agricultural peninsula of St John’s Point, 

which has a unique and distinctive limestone paving edge.  

• A series of rivers flow along lush and fertile agricultural river valleys typified by 

hedgerow and tree bound fields, lanes and county roads.  

 

Settlements 

• Bruckless: Bruckless is a small historical coastal village and former railway village 

that developed around Bruckless House and estate, built in the mid 18th century by a 

Scottish planted family (Nesbitts). Other important historical structures are Bruckless 

Harbour and Round Tower. 

• Dunkineely: Dunkineely is a small traditional linear village located at the top of St. 

John's Point that also offers local level functions to the rural hinterland. The 

settlement derives its name from the fort of Conneely located on the western edge of 

the village dating from the late Iron Age; the circular mound remains and informs the 

streetscape of the village.  

Map/list Seascape units 

Seascape Unit 18 extends over most of the coastline of this LCA this is overlapped substantially 

by Seascape Unit 19 

Key characteristics uses: Undulating coast sloping towards Donegal Bay characerised by four 

peninsulas, predominantly bog to the west and more fertile agricultureal land to the east.  

Killybegs, the largest port in Ireland, is situated on the coast that also has marine, aquaculture, 

tourism, agriculture, quarry and forestry uses.  

 

Coastal edge: Long indented coastal edge of peninsulas and inlets of rock,  stone, sand and 

silt edges. 

 

Visibility: High uninterupted views of the sea from the coastal road to the west with 

intermittent views of Killybegs and Fintragh along the coastline to the east.  Views in from the 

bay and particularly Killybegs harbour are important having regard to the amount of vessels 

including cruise liners that use these heavily trafficked waters. 

 

Special features significant buildings, landmarks, biodiversity and cultural features: 

Deep water harbour of Killybegs, fishing industry, blue flag beach, lighthouse, estate 

landscapes, carpet manufacturing in Killybegs and archaeological complexes. 
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• Killybegs: Killybegs is the largest and busiest port in Ireland, located on what was a 

natural harbour in the north of Donegal Bay, it has developed over time from a 

fishing village to an important economic hub 

in the county. The strong local economy is 

centred on the port, and its key industry 

fishing, contributes to the towns distinctive 

character. The historic centre of Killybegs is 

focused around the harbour and has retained 

its unique quality in tandem with significant 

infrastructural and industrial investment. 

History, Culture and Heritage 

• There are a number of Recorded Monuments 

scattered at locations within the south of this LCA with notable concentrations around 

Killybegs and along St. Johns point. Killybegs is a ‘Historic Town’ containing a 

delineated Zone of Archaeological Potential where intense archaeology is present. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 11 RPS structures and 95 

NIAH. 

• Donegal railway operated a service from 1893-1960 along the south coast of this LCA 

connecting Donegal town in the east with stations in Bruckless, Dunkineely and 

Killybegs (terminus station).  

• Christianity arrived in the area around the 4th Century with the arrival of St. 

Colmcille, and many early Christian monuments remain in the landscape. 

• Contested history of occupation and control within this area including occupation 

during the plantation of Ulster on the fertile agricultural riverine and coastal lands. 

• The Historic Landscape Characterisation identifies a predominance of ‘Straight-sided 

and surveyed rectilinear fields’ in the east, and larger patches of ‘historic Ladder 

Farms’ to the west which have remained unchanged in the landscape for generations.   

Access and Recreation  

• The N56 from Donegal town to the east connecting Dunkineely, Bruckless and 

Killybegs along the coast of this LCA where it splits before veering north towards 

Ardara as the N56 and southwest as the R263 towards Fintragh Bay. A network of 

county roads permeates the remainder of the area offering good connectivity with 

the landscape. 

• Wild Atlantic Way follows the national road through this area as far as Killybegs 

before following the route of the R263 westwards along the coast; there are points at 

Muckros Head and the blue flag beach at Fintragh Bay. 

• Strong tourism and leisure industry focused on the landscape, seascape and their use 

including fishing, sea angling, scuba diving and boat trips from St John’s Point.  

• Killybegs deep harbour is a cruise ship destination. 

Biodiversity 

• Ecologically important landscapes to the south of St John’s Point and along the 

Muckros Head coastline which contains 216.6ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & SPA) 

and 177.8ha of pNHA sites. 

• Patchwork of small agricultural hedgerow bound fields along the river valleys which 

get more regular to the east and along St. John’s Point. The coastal agricultural land 

along Muckros Head is very exposed to the force of the Atlantic Ocean and westerly 

storms and is typified by stone wall bound fields built to protect them from to the full 

force of the elements.  

• Riverine corridors, hedge and tree bound lanes’ roads and fields provide important 

biodiversity links throughout the area. 



 

175 

 

Forces for change 

• Linear development along the rural road network between the settlements of 

Killybegs, Bruckless and Dunkineely. 

• Tourism related holiday home developments in both the rural landscape and within 

towns. 

• Potential for further development of sailing and water based tourism activities, using 

existing ports, piers and other infrastructure in the area. 

• Renewable energy development (windfarms, off shore). 

• Afforestation.  

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development. 

• Coastal erosion. 


